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Coalition Unveils Its 2019 Policy Priorities 

Property rights group engages in physical, personal and intellectual property matters 
from estate tax to due process to copyright and patents to 5G and pharma to industrial 

competitiveness 

(Washington, D.C., February 12, 2019) — The coalition Conservatives for Property 
Rights today released its policy agenda for the 116th Congress, acknowledging recent 
gains and serious new threats facing property rights. 

The document, CPR’s “2019 Property Rights Policy Priorities,” details the coalition’s 
focus on eminent domain, the death tax, patents, copyright, regulatory reform, federal 
lands, U.S. industrial competitiveness and civil asset forfeiture. 

“With the new dynamic in Washington, having freshly identified policy priorities makes 
CPR better prepared to play an effective role for property rights,” Executive Director 
James Edwards said. 

The coalition’s policy priorities include: 

• Supporting legislation to reverse the Kelo decision on eminent domain; 

• Defeating proposals to raise the “death tax” and instead repealing the estate tax; 

• Strengthening patents and our patent system; fighting compulsory licensing, price 
controls and harsh antitrust enforcement when IP exclusivity is exercised; 

• Modernizing the Digital Millennium Copyright Act to afford creators and rights owners 
satisfactory online copyright protection; supporting the CASE Act for small creators; 
addressing piracy of streaming content; 
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• Correcting the Waters of the United States rule’s overbroad definition of “navigable 
waters;” 

• Reining in abuse of regulatory powers as a back door for policymaking, such as 
CMS’s proposed International Pricing Index and Medicare’s lab test rate proposal; 

• Opening federal lands for greater private commercial use, including energy resources 
extraction; 

• Improving U.S. industry’s competitiveness through stronger IP rights abroad; putting 
an end to mandatory technology transfer, forced joint ventures and expropriation; 

• Ending weaponization of foreign legal procedures and official actions that harm 
American companies while advantaging domestic champions; 

• Ensuring that U.S. agencies don’t jeopardize our national and economic security 
where leading American firms are exercising their property rights; and 

• Reforming civil asset forfeiture to protect private property rights and ensure due 
process. 

“Taking stock of what Conservatives for Property Rights has done since its inception 
less than two years ago, we’ve had some wins, some losses and some lost 
opportunities,” Edwards said.  “This set of priorities weighs all that, states where we 
hope to see advances as well as areas where we’ll have to be vigilant.” 

Edwards agrees that the new policy agenda isn’t exhaustive.  It sticks close to CPR’s 
guiding principles, concentrates on a set of considered property rights issues at the 
federal level and leverages the “sweat equity” of its member organizations. 

CPR’s efforts may be followed on Twitter at @4Property Rights, on its website at 
www.property-rts.org News and Issues/Projects pages, and its blog, “Locke’s 
Notebook,” at www.property-rts.org/blog. 
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